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28 March 2017 


Mr. John Greenewald, Jr. 





Reference: F-2017-00105 / NSA Case: 79395 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

In the course of processing your 12 October 2014 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request for records pertaining to the sinking of the Russian submarine *Kursk" which 
occurred on August 12, 2000, the National Security Agency located CIA material and referred 


it to us on 17 October 2016 for review and direct response to you. 


We have reviewed the enclosed three documents which we determined can be released to 
you in their entirety. Copies of the documents are enclosed. 


If you have questions regarding our response, you may seek assistance from CIA's FOIA 
Public Liaison. You may reach the FOIA Public Liaison at: 


703-613-1287 (FOIA Hotline) 


Sincerely, 


саса 


Allison Fong 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 
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[Rumors Rated” feature compiled by Inara Filatova, Marina 
Romanova, and Yekaterina Deyeva 

ЇРЗЇ5 Translated Text] One Large TV Chame! Instead of Two Smali 
Ones; Rumor from Ostanktno Csubhead] : 


The most tmplaust6le rumors amarged last week tn the corrtdors 
of Ostankino. First, there was a discussion of Gazprom’s Intention 
to pet rid of the television channels under 115 control. TNT 
workers were artīculariy concerned: Kokh, so the rumor makers 
clatm, has only Just safd that he has gotten more money for the 
channel before resigning from Gazprom-media. Now a very gloomy 
mood prevails at TNI: They are sayfng that journalists have Ifttie 
hope of getting thelr salarfes In the Immediate future and their 
fong-term prospects are not clear at all. A second rumor Is that. 
the authorities Intend to attack TV-6 -- they allegedly fntend to 
close the channel! usfng the strategy with which we are already 
familiar. But who wt! зех this frequency Is so far unclear to the 
rumor makers too. And, finally, the most ng! gba! rumor" -- m 
say the Kremlin has decided to merge ORT and RTR -~ and almost In 
time for the New Year there will be one big channel Instead of two. 
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The. Kursk Will Never Be Ratsed; Rumors from Ros iyakovo Csubhead] 


It has been announced officially that the deifvery of the Kursk 
to the Коѕ { Чакомо ficattng dock ts being postponed for a week. But 
esis 1o MUS from Rosiuakovo ftseif the submarine w11! never 
e ralsed at ail. 


The reason ts allegedly the cracks In the nuclear reactor formed 
when the torpedo exploded. While the submarine was lytng on the 
sea bed under the water pressure the reactor remafned hermetically 
sealed and the radiation did not "leak" from Tt. If the Kursk 15 
ralsed then fn the specltalfsts” op!nton the cracks will spread and 
radfation pollutton will not be avofded. Another story 15 that at 
feast two misstie containers close to the blast in the first 
compartment were damaged. 


The reason for the rumors fs the lack of any visible reasons for 
delaying the final stage of the operation -- the weather In the 
region of КО нак IS, normal and the equipment 15 operating 
utthout a hitch. Why then are the salvage operators belng 
di latory? According to other rumors this 15 d done to give 
time for the divers to work as they are nou secretiu seeking the 
ship 5 log tn the submarine hull -- you never know what may be 
written there about the causes of the tragedy. - .. And the most 
tmprobable rumor fs that the Northern Fleet Ts already preparing to 
transport the Kursk tnstde the Arctic Circie and to encase it In 
concrete and stnk tt to a great depth. om 


You can understand the outspoken rumor-makers: After all, the 
longer the powers conceal the truth about the submarine, the more 
fantastic the storfes become.... 


ж Taltban Helped by Ordinary Amerfcanss Flortda Rumor [subhead] 


ж The events In Florida, where several people have been Infected 
xwith anthrax, have shaken the whole world. It fs 51111 unclear how 
this could have happened. After all, aS we know, only a few states 
Xhave anthrax strains and the bacfIif are carefully kept tn closed 
laboratories and people cannot gain access to them from the 

Street. How did the terrorists -- If they are to blame -- get to 
the letha! bacteria? The rumor makers have their theories. 


According to one theory the Islamic terrorists were helped by 
ordinary Americans. Or to be more precise by monpers of local 
Amerfcan extremfst groupings. There are quite a few of these fn 
the United States. For Instance the “Branch Davidians," the h egas 
separatists,” the "Mf iftia....” They are al dfssatisffed with the 
country’s official authorities and are not averse to scheming 
against them. 


According to the rumors, an activist from one of these sects 
happened to be working tm a top-secret American 910100 сых 
laboratory. The rest was a mere technical matter ~- the Тат Бат 
found the man they needed, he stole the test tubes they wanted from 

%work and the result 1s several American (Infected with anthrax. The 
%rumor "carriers" say that the anthrax Бас!!! uere of a specific 
kind Itke the strains "cultivated” 1n America.... 


ма" Has Acquired New Berezovskfy; Kremlin Corrtdors 
f subhead 
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1 Nature abhors a vacuum. Espectally tn the case of the 

< Кгеті їп. Rumor has 1% that new "emfnences grises" are tak!ng over 
‘from the former ones. . Rumor has {t that the Presfdenttal Staff ts 
calling a representative of the new generation of Ol tgarchs -- оте 
Мг Ридасһем -- pothing less than the second Berezovskiy. Apart 
from the fact that this gentleman has become a frequent visitor to 
Putin’s reception area and fs making friends with the most 
influential Kremitn offfclals, so far ifttie fs known about 
htm. he fs the owner of a large Moscou bank managing a small 
Moscow television channel. It fs also known that the newfound 
banker s power ts based on his close relationship to Aleksandr 


Votoshin. 
The rumors that Pugachev has become definitively established on 

the political Olympus, overtaking another contender -- the banker 
ogan -- in the desperate race to become Berezovskiy’s successor 
began to spread after the Instgniffcant Moscow channel began to 
pan entree to fiim all major events Involving the 
T 
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SUBMARINE ACCIDENTS (PART 2 


REF: 1. CEP2#999913988158 MOSCON NEZAVISIMAYA GAZETA IN RUSSIAN 
15 ЗЕР ИЙ 7//HOWEVER, IN APRIL 


. SOUR SOURCE: MOSCOW NEZAVISIMAYA GAZETA IN RUSSIAN 15 SEP Яй 
TEXT TEXT: 


1989, THE UNIQUE APL KOMSOMOLETS AND 42 MEMBERS OF ITS CREW WERE 
MOR THE Loss NOE THE S А UBHARINE AS ESTABLISHED В BY Y'A COMMISSION AFTER | 
A YEAR OF TNVESTIGATIVE SCIENTIFIC-TECHNICAL EXPERIMENTATION HERE: 


-- INSUFFICIENTLY HIGH-QUALITY SHIP DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION; 
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INSUEELCIENT STANDARDIZATION AND RELIABILITY OF ARMS AND 
EQUIPMENT INSTALLED ON THE SHIP; 


NADEQUATE PERSONNEL TRAINING IN SURVIVAL TECHNIQUES AND USE 
OF RESCUE EQUIPMENT ; 


INADEQUATE ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTRY ‘S SEARCH AND RESCUE 
SERVICE) IN INADEQUATE EQUIPMENT FOR PROTECTING AND RESCUING 


BUT THE HE ts I ИЕ, HAS STRUCK OUR COUNTRY IN T 
LAST 148-15 YEARS HAS NOT MADE IT POSSIBLE TO E ROME MEASURES FOR 
ELIMINATING. THE CAUSES OF MACCIDENTS ESTABLISH THE C ON 
WHICH HAD CONDUCTED THE MOST QBJECTIVE AND PEFECTIVE TNVESTEGATION 
TIO SHIP CATASTROPHES IN THE ENTIRE 3gg-YEAR HISTORY OF THE 


A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF NAVAL ACCIDENTS BASED ON САТА FROM 
THE NEUTRAL oe HERGANIZAVTON GREENPEACE RATHER 
PERSUASI жы SHOWS THAT THE PROBLEM OF ACCIDENTS, INCLUDING 
XRELIABILITY IN THE USE OF HRUCL EAR S SUBMARINES, IS A GEN ERAL PROBLEM 
THAT EQUALLY CONCERNS THE NAVIES OF ALL COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE SUCH 
SHIPS IN THEIR FLEETS. 


THUS, ACCORDING тр CENE DER INFORMATION, MORE THAN ЗЯ 
*SUBMARINES HAVE BEEN LOST E POST-WAR PERIOD IN THE WORLD, 
INCLUDING 11 SOVIET СОР WHICH! FOUR WERE NUCLEAR D THE 
KURSK), 4 AMERICAN (2 NUCLEAR), 3 Без H AND 4 FRENCH. ла 
XALONE FOUR SUBMARINES WERE LOST: THE FRENCH MINERVA тн. 52 СЕЕН 
MEMBERS IN JANUARY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA AND THE Wr САКАВ 
WITH THE SAME NUMBER OF CREW; THE SOVIET K-129 WITH 98 CREW ІЗ” 
IN MARCH IN THE PACIFIC ÜCEAN; AND THE AMERICAN SCORPION WITH A 
CREW OF 99 IN MAY IN THE ATLANTIC. 


` ACCIDENTS IN NATO NAVIES 


OVER d YEARS (1983-1987), 56 COLLISIONS, 113 FIRES, 12 CASES 

ог. RUNNING AGROUND, 85 EXPLOSIONS, anD 48 INCIDENTS OF FLOODING OF 
INTERNAL Sa HE 2 PREMISES TOOK PLACE IN U. 

XSUBMARINES. IN 198 ONE 71 EMERGENCY INCIDENTS TOOK PLACE ON U.S. 

NAVY SHIPS: THIS INCLUDED 34 INVOLVING NUCLEAR OPENS, AE rv n 


ND 26 WITH. SS T 
FIRES, 2 GEU [MAIN POWER UNIT] ACCIDENTS, THREE CASES OF RUNNING 
XAGROUND, AND 9 COLLISIONS. WE HAVE NEVER HAD SUCH A THING IN THE 
COURSE OF A SINGLE YEAR. 


IN 1995 THE GREAT BRITAIN’S NAVY RECORDED 97 FIRES AND CASES ОР 
INSTANTANEOUS COMBUSTION AND 17 CASES OF FLOO M or SHIP PREMISES. 


ABOUT UG PERCENT OF THE INCIDENTS OCCURRED H THE ӘШІР gm 
VESSELS WERE AT SEA. SOME 75 CASES OF INSTANTANEOUS, COMBUST 
xOCCURRED ON SURFACE SHIPS, 18 ON SUBMARINES, AND 12 ON F beet 


SUPPORT SHIPS. THESE ARE ONLY INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLES 


AS A mL. OVER "HER uw 5-18 YEARS, THE ACCIDENT RATE ON THE 
. SUBMARINES OF THE U.S. Y AND A NUMBER OF O ЕРЕ ND COUNTRIES 
ONTINUE ЕМА ON OF R LEADERS. T 


ШАН НГ SCIENTTETC TECHNICAL AND PRACTICAL MEASURES AND 
THE CREATION OF SUPPLEMENTARY SPECIAL OR ED LY FO 
SOLVING PREVENTION PROBLEMS AND REDUCING ACCIDENT RATES, THESE 
RATES HAVE NOT YET NOTICEABLY DECLINED IN THE U.S. TAXE AND THE 
RAVIES OU A NUMBER OF OTHER NATO COUNTRIES. 


MILITARY CONFRONTATION ON THE SEAS CONTINUES 


AN ANALYSIS OF THE STATE AND PROSPECTS as НЕ ЖОҒАЛТАДЫ OF 
THE NAVIES OF THE NATO COUNTRIES FOR THE NEXT 3g YEARS SHONS 
THAT THEY ALL ARE C SE MUERE TO GROW КОШОК AND TO IMPROVE THEIR 
NAVIES. CONSTRUC TION 0 N SHIPS CONTINUES IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
*PROGRAMS ADOPTED EARLIER, D NCLUDING SUBMARINES, AND m NG THESE -- 
IN THE UNITED STATES, FRANCE, GREAT PRI ITAIN, AND CHINA ~- NUCLEAR 


L H BALLISTIC 
MISSILES WITH A RANGE OF 8598 T 0 128 KD One ERS) AND ALSO NUCLEAR 
IRCRAFT CARRIERS IN THE ONETED STAT A FRANCE, E 
NAVIES AS H AV F 
JAPAN IN THE BEGINNING OF THE 21ST CENTURY. 
EOLETSLONS OF REST OF VARIOUS COUNTRIES WHILE SUBMERGED 


x 
REPRESENTS A SPECIAL DANGER IN THIS DIRECTION, PERSUASIVE EXAMPLES 
FOR WHICH WERE PRESENTED IN THE BEGINNING OF THIS ARTICLE. 
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A SYSTEM OF RULES ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR 
: PREVENT COLLISIONS UNDER VARIOUS CONDITION 
NAVIGATION EU UE ЕКІЛІ гок THESE ARE LAL 5 


N 
t ТЕГІ 72), 


WITH THE ENTRY IM THE MID 19625 oF SOVIET лут COMBAT VESSELS 
ЖБ MEDITERRANEAN SEA, WHERE THE U.S. NAVY'S 6TH FLEET 
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RUSSIA: TAKE 1 OF 2--Kursk May Have Raam Attacked by “Two 
Forelgn Submartnes, ^ Says Moscow Paper 

CEHBB8178214 Moscow Moskovskiy Komsomolets In Russian 18 Aug H8 


TEXT P 1 


[Article iby Yurty Kocheragin, Aleksandr Morozov, and Vikto 
gokinkor,, gc ast Battie In Barents Seat Squadron Bends But Boes Not 


[FBIS Transiated Text] As of today there are more than enough 
theories about the disaster to the multirole nuclear submarine 
Kursk: from a онтоп with a Horid Har II mine to poor creu 
tralning. The er Is put forward by off petal Russ En m 
represeniatives, t e latter by Amer! T Cams : le have even gone so 
feb, as to say that the submarine might ave h kig attacked by...a 


Moskovskiy Komsomolets fs publishing another theory which, Jet 

be iH ur equally fantastic. І t three sources agree on 
the sequence of events discussed Sates: ts; 1n hf rening 
GOrsIStiltu'td tot ruled ont, that’ the Kitsi‘uge’Stracted By... tuo 

S г а ас е eve 
Foralen + ЖЮ... and sunk by a "ANT s-e torpedo. и 


. This information, let us say at gue 1s reted as Just wi thou ut алш) 
documentary со conti rmation and could Гаага as be usadi 
rumors. А he same, we felt we had no right to let "n pass 

ed 


„юта the emergence of a large gua uadron from the 
Sever romQrsk base not so very diff cul and aS a consequence. 
two unt eifted s rines were hangi ng around tn the region of 
the large-scale ore ern Flee s exerc ses from the а very $ first of 
the maneuvers. s thea establ ished A U submarines 
та rl on the t an. of Russfan submarines on patrol 
duty ever since Cold r times. They also track ali more or ess 
E: "aval exercises, admiPttediu from a safe мат атса: е 
stan seamen knew су e шет 1 ы ed € 
өтін сан метр таш ODE RT 
deu t рер t thelr distance: Aft ir di gt ir spt ah Russian fleet was 
carrying out iive missile launches at training targets. 


Then, 1t Is conjectured, the sftuatton changed: The Ғогеї атп 
submar f nes came practically right up to our squadron. In general, 
according to all the written and unwritten rules, during exercises 

Ind any unidentified target that does not respond to 
Sigels and questioning Is destroyed -- that fs a security 
requi rement . 


The forces of the Northern Fleet, still according to conjecture, 
made several threatening maneuvers to drive the persts 

submer les * further r away from the area of the exercises. өті, first 

ghey did not venture to take extreme measures. Not for the time 


Ії 15 not ruled out that on the approach to Severomorsk the 
"nuclear s Ine Kursk was order ed to drive away the uninvited | 
guests. The submarine went onto an attack course. 2 


* 

Let us turn to forel sources. "Two t ubmarines and the 
surface reconnaissance 5 I", the Loyal aera observing the neuvers 
involving the Kursk," a US intel Is @ spokesman announc in an 
official press Statement. "Contact with the Kursk was Jost soon 
after the US tracking ships intercepted a twice-repeated request 
from on board the Kursk to fire two torpedoes. After that ere 
was a Орга ровот recorded by US reconnaissance ships.” 


Could ft uo et the commanding officer of the Кү карыла 

First Rank Gennadiy Lyachin, had gne the enemy 

нан Cto all "appearances he dtd not detect tha recond) T 

57 request to fire tor pedoas was D (ей to the 

command. % seems that he recel nd, only t to fire 

Stern of the but as a varning 35 А double sh t 21-300: и е Бош әле 
e enemy submarine to show t re 

Joking. Let us remind you that al! құтан 15 ТЕ at mi level of 
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ecture. According to this scenario, the enemy ті ол» the launch 
and fired a return salvo which the Kursk managed to ith an 
erae maneuver. Our submarine soared up from a сае и of 5 
meters to 5f and prepared to surface —- the ralsed antennas m e 
sal! Indicate ls. And then the most unexpected IM ma mag 
happened: Kursk as M dirina, the p countermove ya Sr pedo 
from the second $ rine Cthe one 1 not noticed 191? time 
the Russian submarine та not ‘care to 2g a 


An Interesting fact: A few days after this, as one of our 
rces informed us, a certain Western special service carried out 


sou 
. Satellfte photography of the Kursk Iying on the bottom 


NNNN 
ELST 
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Barents Sea. е conclusion of the tore тап. m erts this: The 
nature of the e to the t and its position on the sea 
are consistent with...a torpe hit tn НА; tanting. by a ship at 


a distance of 28-25 cables about 4,599 meters). 


experts correctly analyzed tho situation that led to the sinking of 
the Kursk, emay ns 7S anc lear йн our submarine did not report the 
underwater attie у radio. 


.». The other day Putin and Ciftnton had an unplanned 25-minute 
telephone conversation the detat is of which are befng kept secret. 


P.S. At the Navy Main Staff ress service we were igh Amante that 


among the official ыр that exist at present, DM 
hupor ests Of a collision between the пи ys E eg rjne ке а 
fon submarine ts belng cons! dered. % damage to 


the helt of the nuclear submarine Kursk ы а. neory torpedo or 
17 AUG 1549z FBIS Ў 
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